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	AGHA AND UGANDAN BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE HOST SUCCESSFUL VOLUNTEER BLOOD DONATION DRIVE

	Over 40 volunteers came to Kamwokya and donated life-saving blood 



	Kampala, UGANDA – Today, 49 people came to the Action Group for Health, Human Rights and HIV/AIDS (AGHA) offices in Kamwokya to donate blood.  Through their blood donations, the large number of attendees helped save the lives of many Ugandans.  

“We are thrilled at the tremendous outpouring of support from Ugandans and ex-pats who chose to donate life-saving blood today,” said Sandra Kiapi, Executive Director of AGHA. “Students, health workers, representatives from CSOs and our neighbors in Kamwokya all contributed in AGHA’s efforts to provide access to essential health care services to all Ugandans.”

Uganda faces a shortage in blood available for patients in need every day.  The Ugandan Blood Transfusion Service collects blood from donors and distributes supplies to health centers across the country.  Yet there is a constant struggle to get enough people to donate blood on a regular basis to meet the ongoing need. 

“Donating blood is an easy way for people to make a difference,” said Michael Mukundane, Ugandan Blood Transfusion Service.  “One person’s blood donation has the potential to save the lives of four Ugandan children.  We are thrilled at the success of the AGHA blood drive and hope that it inspires other organizations to take similar action.”
Most patients in need of blood donations are those who suffer from severe anaemia and include children, pregnant women, accident victims and surgery patients.


	

	

	
ABOUT AGHA UGANDA

	The Action Group for Health, Human Rights and HIV/AIDS (AGHA) is an indigenous Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) founded in July 2003 to mobilize health professionals and health consumers to address issues of human rights as they relate to health, with a specific focus on HIV/AIDS. AGHA brings together doctors, nurses and other professionals with NGOs interested in promoting human rights in the health sector to create local and national networks dedicated to health advocacy.

	  

	AGHA has four primary programs: 

	Health rights leadership campaign: training health workers to be human rights advocates; health workforce campaign: improving the education, quality and working conditions of the health workforce; anti-stigma and discrimination: training healthcare workers to prevent and combat stigmatization and discrimination in healthcare settings; and health financing campaign: coordinating the effort to increase Uganda’s national healthcare budget while at the same time advocating for transparency in how health care funds are being spent.

	 

	AGHA is an active member of several coalitions operating in Uganda including the Human Rights Network (HURINET), Health Workforce Advocacy Forum (HWAF), Voice for Health Rights coalition (VHR) and International Federation of Health and Human Rights Organization (IFHHRO).  AGHA currently operates in eleven districts in Uganda: Rakai, Tororo, Mbarara, Soroti, Kitgum, Lyantonde, Bushenyi, Mukono, Pallisa, Tororo and Kampala where the secretariat is based.
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